SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 03 DECEMBER 2006

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National Body for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 CAT in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.  This broadcast can also be heard on Echolink by connecting to ZS6FCS or to www.zs6mrk.org and following the indicated links.  This, and previous bulletins, can be downloaded from the web site of the SARL i.e. www.sarl.org.za.  You can read or download previous bulletins from there and subscribe to receive future bulletins by email.

This transmission is by Hans, ZS6KR, on 145,725 and 7,066 MHz from Pretoria with a relays on 3,695 and 14,235 MHz as well as 438,825 MHz in the Pretoria area.  (Other newsreaders please change to suit).

In the news today:

100 YEARS OF VOICE OVER RADIO

PRESIDENT'S NET AND INTECNET ON 10 DECEMBER

ADHERENCE TO VHF AND UHF BAND PLANS

You are listening to ZS6SRL.  Stay tuned for more detail on these and other important and interesting news items.

ANOTHER SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER - DO NOT LOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Two weeks ago SARL NEWS reminded members who have not yet paid their membership fees to please remit as soon as possible to avoid being cut off from the member's section of the SARL web and access to the online Radio ZS or to receive a printed copy.  Individual reminders were sent out at the end of September.  If you have not as yet responded, please don't delay.  The Membership database will be updated this week and you will loose access to the member's section on the web and all other membership benefits.

The SARL provides many unseen benefits for Radio Amateurs and takes care of the various aspects of legislation that may otherwise negatively impact on amateur radio frequency allocation and other operating privileges.  If you are a licensed radio amateur or about to become one, membership is important to you.  The more radio amateurs support the SARL, the stronger our voice where it counts.

Simply send your cheque, bank transfer of credit card payment to the SARL.  The fee for the current year is R305.  If you need banking details or any other information, please call Vee during weekdays between 09:00 and 13:00 at (011) 675 2393.  If you wish to pay electronically the bank details are Standard Bank, Killarney - branch code 00 72 05 Account number 001 682 059.  Please fax a copy of the deposit slip or email it to admin@sarl.org.za.

If you are not yet a member, we have a special offer.  Join now and only pay for six months.  The fee is R155,00.  This offer only applies if you are not currently a member or have not been a member for the past two years or longer.

If you are fully paid up, thank you for your support. 

100 YEARS OF VOICE OVER RADIO

December 2006 marks the 100th anniversary of what is generally regarded as the first transmission of voice over radio, achieved by Canadian experimenter Reginald A. Fessenden.  The Fessenden station, located at Brant Rock, Massachusetts, USA, is said to have operated on a frequency of about 88 kHz using an alternator with a maximum power output of about 300 watt.

A century ago, radio - then called wireless - was amazing the world.  A century later, radio - once again being called wireless - is still amazing the world in new ways.  Surely Fessenden, who later in life was an active radio amateur from his station VP9F in Bermuda, would marvel at the progress that continues to be made in digital voice and other technologies that could hardly have been imagined in 1906.

What new breakthroughs will 2007 bring?

PRESIDENT'S NET AND INTECNET TO LOOK AT WHAT IS AHEAD

The next President's Net and Intecnet will be held on Sunday 10 December 2006.  The President's net starts at 19:00 followed by the Intecnet at 20:00.

On the Intecnet SA AMSAT will pose the question "if radio amateurs will have an opportunity to place a payload on South Africa's third satellite, what should it be?"  Your suggestions are invited.

Clubs are invited to link their repeaters to the network.  Send an email to armi@sarl.org.za with the telephone number to be connected to the conference bridge.  Regretfully no prepaid phones or cell phones can be accommodated. 

ADHERENCE TO VHF AND UHF BAND PLANS IS IMPORTANT TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM USE OF THE SPECTRUM

VHF and UHF band plans are devised to achieve maximum use of the spectrum allocated to Amateur Radio and adherence to the plans ensures interference free operation and ultimately that great satisfaction of hearing a weak or satellite signal and make a QSO.

Amateur satellites have a very broad footprint and to ensure world-wide interference free operation certain segments of the various frequency bands are set aside for this.

For instance, for FM voice communication with the International space station and other manned space vehicles 145,200 MHz is set aside for simplex operation or 145,200/145,800 for transponder type operation.  Please do not use these frequencies for ordinary ground based QSOs.  The segment 145,800 - 146,000 MHz is set aside for satellite operation.  Please do not use this segment for terrestrial operation.  Similarly, the segment 435,000 - 438,000 MHz is also set aside for the amateur satellite service.

The International Amateur Radio Union internationally coordinates band plans by mutual agreement.  Band plans are available on www.sarl.org.za, look in the left hand column for licences, open the page and then click on band plans.

PLC TESTING

The first round of tests to determine the possible interference by PLC on radio communication was conducted at an installation in the Tshwane area two weeks ago.  The results are being evaluated by the SABS.  SARL NEWS is following up and will provide details as soon as the report is published.

CONTEST NEWS

The closing date for log submissions for the SARL HF Field Day is midnight on Monday 4 December.  Logs can be sent to hfcontests@netactive.co.za.

The ARRL 10 metre contest will run from 00:00 UTC Saturday 9 December to 23:59 UTC on Sunday 10 December.

The PEARS HF QSO Party.

The Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society's HF QSO Party will be on the air over the weekend of 9 and 10 December.  The contest runs from 10:00 UTC on Saturday to 10:00 UTC on Sunday.  The aim of the contest is for DX operators and South African stations with a ZS or ZU prefix to make as many contacts with ZR stations on HF as possible.  South African ZR stations are to make as many HF contacts as possible with any other stations (including other ZRs).

This is a SSB only contest with activity on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres.  Please consult the complete rules for the exact frequencies to be used.  The exchange is call signs, signal report and the operator's name.

Hunting Lions in the Air.

The Annual Hunting Lions in the Air activity will take place over the weekend of 13 and 14 January 2007.  Contact your local Lions Club and start your arrangements.

CLUB NEWS

The Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club participated in the SARL HF Field day contest on 18 and 19 November with a team of 6 operators from a site on the hills overlooking Ramsgate.  They made use of two antennas, a G5RV and a horizontal Loop full wave antenna for 80 metres.  All had a most enjoyable time, and they challenge other clubs and radio amateurs for the contests in 2007.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at very low levels.  The geomagnetic field is expected to range from quiet to unsettled levels on 7 until 8 December.  The expected Effective Sun Spot number for the coming week will be less than 20.

20 m and 40 m will provide best opportunities for DX.  There is a possibility of brief 20 and 15 m openings towards the East from about 08:00 CAT and again at 18:00.  From about 16:00, 15 m and from 18:00 20 m may open towards Europe.  From 18:00, 15, 20 and 80 m may open to the USA.  For the CW and digital enthusiasts, it may also be worth monitoring 10 MHz.

Please visit www.spaceweather.co.za for further information.

DIARY OF EVENTS

4 December - Closing date for SARL HF Field Day logs;
8/9 - December PEARS HF QSO Party;
13/14 January 2007 - Hunting Lions in the Air;
3 February 2007 ERB Flea market;
16 February 2007 - Closing date for submission of entries for Tinus Lange 7066 Technical Excellence Awards;
1 March 2007 - ZU license exams;
14 April 2007 - SARL AGM.

SARL News depends on clubs and individuals for news items of importance and interest to radio amateurs.  The one and only way to ensure that your contribution will reach the SARL News team, is to place it in www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It will be appreciated if you will do it in both Afrikaans and English.

The SARL also invites all listeners to listen to the program Amateur Radio Mirror International this Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT on 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area with relays on 7 082, 7 205 and 17 695 kHz.  Audio is also streamed on www.zs6mrk.org and on Echolink from ZS6FCS as for this bulletin.  A repeat transmission takes place on Mondays at 21:00 on 3 215 kHz.  Telkom and Sentech sponsor the ARMI transmissions on the non-amateur frequencies.

You have been listening to a news bulletin by the South African Radio League, which was compiled by Dennis, ZS4BS.

A prosperous week to all, 73.

/EX